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rusalem^ A.D. 70> the signs of which, the three first Evange-
lists so minutely described, as a warning to the faithful to quit
that devoted city betimes. Matt. xxiv. 15, 16, Mark xiii. 14,
Luke xxi. 20, 21.

3. Whether John wrote his Gospel before or after that catas-
trophe, does not appear from this passage of Iren&us. All that
can be collected from it is, that lie followed the other Evangelists.
But there is another passage of Iren&usy which intimates that it
was a long time after the destruction of Jerusalem, He states,
that " John, the disciple of OUR LORD, announcing this [true]
faith, and designing, by the annunciation of the Gospel, to re-
move the error which had been sown among men by CerintJuis,

and much earlier, by those called Nicolaitans,------began thus,

in that doctrine which is according to the Gospel, In the begin-
ning was the Word." Lardner, VI. p. 187*.

Here, Irenceus observes, that the doctrine of the Cerinthians
was taught much earlier by the Nicolaitans. Cerinthits, there-
fore, must have flourished in the latter days of the Apostle ; and
this is confirmed by TJteodoret, A.D. 840, who says, that ^ ac-
cording to report, Cerinthus sowed the fares of his peculiar
heresy, while the celebrated John, who wrote the divine Gospel,
was still living? Lardner, IX. p. 323, Note. And that T/teo-
doret alluded to the testimony of Irenaus, maybe collected from
the expression, Tra^a&iruoai %i%avia9 "sowed the tares" corres-
ponding to a the error sown?

Epiphanius, A.D. 368, says, that "John also, moved by the
Spirit, wrote a Gospel, after he had long declined it through
humility, when he was more than ninety years of age, and when
he had lived many years in Asia; after his return thither [to
Ephesus] from Patmos? Lardner, IV. p. 314.

Jerom, A.D. 392, also states, that John was banished to the
Isle of Patmos by Domilian, (raising the second persecution,
after Nero,) in the fourteenth year of his reign, [A.D. 95,] where
he wrote the Apocalypse; which Justin Martyr and Irenaus
interpreted, [respecting the Millennium] that when Domitian

* Lardner lias cited a contrary passage in appearance of lren&u&9 stating that " John
wrote his Gospel for the reason mentioned, xx. 30, foreseeing (promdens) those blasphe-
mous notions that divide the Lord, as far as in theii power," p. 187. But as Mlchadis
justly remarks^ promdens should be rendered, not *' foreseeing" but '* guarding
against." St. Paul also speaks of Gnostic errors, long before John wrote his Gospel,
I Tim.